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though the British failed to hold the Redan. During the
following night the Russians evacuated Sebastopol, leaving
behind them a mere mass of smoking ruins.
§ 131. the treaty of paris.—Obviously this was hardly
the situation with which Lord Palmerston would like his war
to end ; but the bellicose spirit was fast dying out in Britain.
It was difficult to see what we had to gain by prolonging the
war. The new Czar had shown himself ready to agree to any
reasonable terms. Moreover, after the fall of Sebastopol the
question naturally arose: What was to be our next move ?
Another march on Moscow ? The very name made Napoleon
shiver. He had attained all the objects with which he had
entered upon the war. The position of France in Europe had
been reasserted; the slights of Czar Nicholas had been avenged;
the glory of the French eagles had been restored. He now
saw a chance to gain as much national and personal prestige
by making peace as he had gained by making war. He would
invite all the Powers to an elaborate Peace Conference in Paris.
His newly adorned capital would be a scene of international
festivities, with himself as host and central figure. Nobody
could fail to appreciate the difference between the circumstances
of this and those of the last Peace Conference held in Paris
(§ 84); and all Frenchmen would appreciate how much the
Second Empire had done for their country.
Everything went according to plan. Palmerston was obliged
to give way lest Britain should be left to carry on the struggle
single-handed. The Czar was ready to agree to almost
anything; for of the 600,000 casualties in the war, five-sixths
were Russian, and his finances were exhausted. Moreover,
Austria now threatened him with war if he did not accept the
terms offered.
Nevertheless, the peace of paris (1856) was about the most
lame and impotent conclusion to a great war that history tells
of. Britain gained less than nothing from it; for included in
the treaty was a revision of the international law governing the

